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OUR WORK. 

j • Thp event of the month has been an interesting. 

House of Canon Rawnsley on “ Caedmon,” in connection 

lecture to the stude earliest of our poets at Whitby. 

’’-Wehave to thank our readers for their ready response 

« Meditations. matter. There were subscribers enough to 

to our P 3end out the “ Meditations ” in January. If more 

enable us to -g associated with us in this matter, thev 

"ecefv? I weekly “Meditation” if they send ir. to Mr. George 
would rece Ambleside A shilling for the second term should be 

“f/Maairrlpnl No ..„odUa.i„„.. .i„ .o 

ou for the two Sundays included in the holidays. 

Parents' Review SchooL-M is unfortunate that the examination papers 
must eo out this term in Holy Week. If Lenten services cause a difficulty 
the envelope may be kept u?iopened until the i8th inst., but no papers 
must be posted later than the 26th. 

Mothers' Educational Course —The Lditor regrets greatly the delay 
in the return of the examination papers caused by her illness. 

Natural History The committee greatly regret the delay in 

sending out suggestions for reading and for collections. It has been quite 
unavoidable. Only members of the central Club (subscription 2/6) and of 
branch Natural History Clubs and their children may exhibit at the annual 
exhibition, which will this year be held at 39, York Place (kindly lent to 
the committee by Miss Chreiman) on the 13th and 14th of May. A 
lecture will be given to children on Saturday, the 14th, at 3.30. Intending 
exhibitors should send in their names before April 3^f^ Mrs. Perrin, 
8, Carlton Hill, N.W., and the exhibits to 39, York Place, Baker Street, 
by May i ith. 

The Annual Confer eiice has been fixed to commence on May lOth, and 
will be continued on the mornings of the i ith, 12th and 13th. The annual 
address will be given by Rev. the Hon. E. Lyttelton, on “ The Relation 
Between Physical and Moral Training,’^ on Wednesday evening. May iith. 
Further details will be announced as soon as possible. f.,ocal Secretaries 
are specially requested to note these dates. See advertisement, page viii, 
for further details. 

Aunt Mai “at home’’ to her nephews and nieces at 9, Pembridge 
Gardens, Bayswater, on Saturday, May 7th, from 3.30 to 5 30. 

Natural History Club Exhibition at 39, York Place,^ Baker Street (by 
kind permission of Miss Chreiman), on Friday, May 13th, 2 to 6 p.ni.» 
and Saturday, May 14th, 10 a m. to 6 p.m. Lecture to children on 
^ Place (by kind permission of Mr. Bull) 

• • embers and branch representatives living in the country an 
‘he Conference will, as far as it is possible, 

etc ity. Any member desirous of seeing the books, time-ta e 

t-achin^^^^f'w Review School, and possibly some of th 

Hon oL ^ Education students, should write to Mrs. Frankhn, 

wm be P^'^hridge Gardens, Bayswater, W. (Preference 

W.11 be g.ven to those living out of London. 


books. 

A Monk of Fife, by Andrew Lano- ;n . 

(Longmans, 3/6). We have to thank Mr And Welwyn Image 

image for a very perfect and living presentatn oTV ^r.^.r.'" 
troublous days in which she wrought her great del' ” and “ the 

a (woman) sent from God” is tL te« w^^ “ 

beautiful and simple tale, none the less thrillino- ^ expands into a 
historical narrative Mr. Selwyn I^rg^s SrL'oT' 
essay on the art of illustration. They do illustratf. t an instructive 
the spirit of the text, but the art o7the perbd w! h"^ '5' ^ 
pictured after the fashion of those pictures in stone stilUo be Zf'L 
that house in Rouen once inhabited by the Duke of Bedford It s 
impossible to be sure whether one is not looking at old French wood-m 
mLa fucelle bless^e for example, or “Elliot” with “Jackanapes,” or 
indeed, a score of other pictures. We consider that Mr. Andrew Lane 
has done a lasting service to his generation in delivering the Maid of 
Orleans from the cloud of vulgar and flippant interpretation which has 
for a long time obscured this example of strong and beautiful womanhood 
moved by the Holy Ghost. All young persons should read A Monk 
of Fife. It W'ill help them to grow up at their best. We hope that both 
author and illustrator will sometime take in hand the story of St. Catherine 
of Sienna, parallel in so many points. We are in need of the inspiration of 
such lives. 

The Bible References of John Ruskin, by M. and E. Gibbs (Allen). 
Disciples of “the Master” must regard with a little jealousy any 
attempt to present Mr. Ruskin’s thought in a fragmentary manner and 
in alphabetical order. Nevertheless, w^e hail this volume with pleasure, 
and believe that the compilers have done excellent service in days when, 
even in religious families, young people are no longer brought up on their 
Bibles as they were a quarter of a century ago. There w’as a time when 
not to be acquainted with the Scriptures, as a student is with his classic 
texts, was considered a mark of ignorance and neglect. But two causes 
have led to an amazing ignorance of the Scriptures among average 
Christian people. In the first place, the multiplication of other subjects 
has crowded out a study which makes serious demands on the time and 
attention of the student. In the next place, people are no longer sure 
how far they believe the Bible, and this is the case when they would 
not for worlds put this uncertainty into w'ords. Therefore, it is good to 
possess a volume wffiich shows how completely Mr. Ruskin s teaching 

based upon the Bible and upon such interpretations of the Bible as 
he finds, for example, in Italian art and architecture. These words from 
Rracte 7 ita , surely an encouragement and a lesson to every mother, are 
quoted in the preface “ 1 have with deeper gratitude to chronicle what 
^ owe to my mother for the resolutely consistent lessons which so exercised 
[^0 in the Scriptures as to make every word of them familiar to my ear 

habitual music- yet in that familiarity, reverenced, as transcending 

thought, and ordaining all conduct.” Never was mother’s training 
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We find in one of the appendices a list of between 

n,ore amply justine d ^pusions and citations made in the passages 

four and five hund d^ Think of this great mind, rising as it does to 
quoted ^ V of 03^ springs of Hvin 

mountain -heigh f^^f of the ascent ! The subjects in 

water ,aid. alphabetically arranged. Thus ” Aaron^ 

this volume are ggauty of Holiness— Charity ; Charity— David,” etc 
Beauty of ’ggyp^al pages under a single heading, sometimes only 

Sometimes w. people who do not enjoy a “ Ruskin library” it is 

^’'sS’dvkn.ag. .0 open »« a ch^aice bit fron. PMrs. A..,, 

This St. Mark; Rest. The book should prove a very 

acceptable birthday present to young people who take delight in an 
•uroSuction to a great author. The passages are so beautiful and 
stimulating that the young reader will probably not rest until, in the course 
of time he has read and studied the whole of the works cited and has 
become a Ruskin student. We must quote a few words from Our 
Fathers have told us, as to the place the Bible has held in the education 
of Europe. “ In the comparison of men as they are and as they might 
have been, there are these three questions to be separately kept in 
mind:— First, what would have been the temper of Europe without the 
charity and labour meant by ‘bearing the cross’; then, secondly, what 
would the intellect of Europe have become without Biblical literature; 
and, last, what would the social order of Europe have become without 
its hierarchy. You see there connected the words ‘ charity ’ and ‘ labour’ 
under the general term of ‘ bearing the cross.’ ‘ If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself (for charity), and take up his cross (of pain), 
and follow me.’” 

The Lost Plum Cake, by M. E Wilcox (Macmillan & Co., i/-). The 
plum of this little book is the introduction with a signature, dear to the 
heart of children and grown-ups, ” Lewis Carroll.” Our readers will thank 
us more for a few words of this introduction than for anything we can say. 
‘‘ Let me seize this opportunity of saying one earnest word to the mothers 
into whose hands this little book may chance to come, who are in the 
habit of taking their children to church with them. However well and 
reverently those dear little ones have been taught to behave, there is no 
doubt that so long a period of enforced quietude is a severe tax on their 

patience Most heartily can I sympathize with the little charity 

girl, who is said to have written to some friend, ‘ I thinks, when I 
grows up. I’ll never go to church no more. I thinks I’se getting sermons 
enough to last me all my life ! ’ But need it be so ? Would it be so vety 
irreverent to let your child have a story-book to read during the sermon, 
to w 1 e away that tedious half-hour, and to make church-going a brig 1 
and happy memory?” Of the little story itself-how tiny Joey had a 
, a badly -behaved little visitor ran away 

e irt ay cake we need only say that the author’s aim is to tell sue 

themseJs”''*^' 

(AmolA^Q Brush Drawing, by Mrs. Francis F. Steinthal 

& Son, Leeds, 3/6). Many mothers and many governesses 


books. 
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still puzzled by that dark sayine “ Rr„ci, j • ‘ ‘ ~ 

believe that one must forego the familiar lead‘^n^'^‘"i^'” to 

children’s first lessons in drawing be made wiin let 

the paint brush. They shrink from lettin? chhd^^^ ^ *"®trument, 

expect great messes and do not know at all^hnurt^k" “paints,” 

fifteen cards make all plain sailing The ch w ^t^inthal’s 

graduated lessons with full instructions to IT 
freedom of manipulation in makin? hlohc . teacher, considerable 

and, what is more, they are encourae-ed to*’ ^"^1 curves, 

designs of their own invention, first dictatin/to^h elements into 

shall do to make a pretty design for a bofde what she 

producing this design from memory, and then usine the ’ 

new design of their own. The children dn ^"'^"ts to form a 

enjoyment and wUh exceedingly pretty results. Mr .'stdnL^lldTsTf 

a manufacturer who was so struck by his children’s blob d tgns hat he 
wove them into exceedingly pretty and novel lengths of alnaca ri? ia 
of SIX or seven may be carried through this course and u ia 
had this advantage will - feel his feet.” Drawing wUh ^ L b us: vdlt 

is^^a^rfitdthghr^^^""" - eS^e^s: 

The History of England frojn 1509-1689, by T. F. Tout and F 
York-Powell (Longmans, Green & Co., 2/6). Mr. Tout tells us in his 
preface that he ‘ has aimed at writing on the lines originally laid down 
by his colleague. Professor York-Powell.” We are not sure that he 
succeeds in presenting his matter with that freshness of original thought 
which characterises Professor York-Povvell’s little books of history. It 
is a lamentable thing that we are getting more and more to express 
ourselves in stereotyped phrases and not in words, fresh from the mind. 
This is especially the danger of a compiler of a small text-book on a 
great subject, and Mr. Tout has not escaped the snare. His matter 
is well arranged and well chosen, and we cannot but hope that many 
facts and reflections will stick in the memory of the schoolboy of the 
middle form, even after he has delivered his content in an “exam."’ 
We must speak with serious condemnation of the iniquitously small type 
employed. In these days, when three out of twelve schoolboys go about 

spectacles, text-books with pages crammed with matter in very small 
type should be prohibited by the oculist — with whom every head-master 
and mistre s ought to advise on such subjects. 

^ Run Rou?id the E^npire^ being the log of two young people who 
^^^'cumnavigated the Globe, written out by their father, Alex. Hill, 
M.A., M.D. (Swan, Sonnenschein Co., 3/^)* “Ihe Editor of this 
journal claims to have invented a new system of education. While 
children are still at an age to use their eyes and ears, before the faculty 
cf observation has been stifled by the study of dead languages, 
^mathematics, and other abstract subjects, which have no counterpart 

our physical environment, take them for a voyage round the world, 
following ^^ear let them read books upon the history, geography, and 
natural history of the places they have visited.” The invention is more 
than slightly Utopian, but the record of the e.xperiment is delightful 
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F.R." LETTER BAG. 


young 


reading:. Ihe "iwo ^ ‘jp opd their able Editor sees that al'i *^ 

’’T," '»'•«» that deligl,tful trip round tho .„,y 

right. The par y described so admirably in C/ear Round. Xh^ 

which Mrs. G“f " t„„k_which has less of philosophic i„re,L, 

ng'^rseen from the young people’s stand-poinr. 

evei^L fh crr;inhic and accurate detail. 


IS 


that 


described with much graphic and accurate detail. Such 


Lnn^t'"a“ca7itarintVoduction to the study of geography, and is qui" 
widiin the compass of intelligent children ot nine and ten. Again we 
must condemn the type 


T 'fhe Choir of Westminster Abbey, a story of Henry Purcell' s days, 
bv E^a Marshall (Seeley & Co., 5 /-)- A pleasant purling tale of the 
liL-of Henry Purcell, telling of the great incidents in a critical period 
f English History (the date of the Revolution), and of the small incidents 
m the^life of Mistress Betty Lockwood, who went to live with Mistress 
Henry Purcell, “to give help in the household, not menial service but 
help '' It is pleasant to become familiar with the great musician, with 
whom closed, as some venture to say, our musical history as a nation. It 
is pleasant, too, to see Judge Jeffreys in another and a less terrifying 

aspect. 

THE “F.R/’ LETTER BAG. 

[I'he Editor is vot responsible for the opitnuns oj Correspondents 

IS PUNISHMENT THE BACKBONE OF EDUCATION? 
Dear Editor. — Apropos of the use of the cane, may 1 venture to 
remind the writers of the two articles in your January number, that 
corporal punishment is never inflicted in schools belonging to the Society 
of Friends— that order and discipline are maintained there as well if not 
better than in our Public Schools, and that, therefore, means do exist by 
which a school can be well governed without a cane. Are the Quaker 
head-masters then so much more resourceful, so much more inventive and 
advanced that they can succeed wEere others fail ? Does the Quaker boy 
differ from the ordinary type ? Not at all, he is just as turbulent and 
high-spirited and has just the same instincts ; though, possibly, because he 
is never treated like an unreasoning brute, he is more humane. What is 

objectionable in the use of the cane and its not-to-be-forgotten existence 

in the background is this : that you offer a boy as a motive for right-doing 
or abstinence from wrong-doing— of what? blows. Does anyone, 
suppose that when this fear of blows is removed the boy has advanced one 
step towards a higher morality? Of course not. The desire for right- 
doing, which It IS the business of this P.N.E.U. to inculcate, may spring 
rom a sorts of inner impulses, from self-respect, from a sense of 
from love, from gratitude, from admiration of what is excellent, it wiH 

blows. You may say you only expect to make 
by these means. Abstinence from wrong' 
doing implies self-control, virtue if you will, of a very high order. Among 

brL.rwS?r^ find the most brutal parents, the mo 


brutal husbands. If 


we would soften this brutality, we must set a 


better 
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example ; we must show them the efficacT^rTTk 
than those they use, Devils may be called fonh^r "’f treatment 

out by rods and belts and boots aS hi u- ^e cast 

poorer parents that we can make bovs hn Tf’ 
controlled and reasonably subordinate bv anH truthful and self- 

and no. by appeal, ,o wha, i, wo s, “V* 

and in time we shall, perhaps see the Friends, 

for the Prevention of Cruelty to’ Children. 

Crag Foot, Ben Rhydding, Jan. zolh, 1808- 

[The Editor regrets that this letter has been mislaid, or it would have 
appeared in the February number, that is, the number followingTha wS 
contained the articles in question ] ^ wnicn 


Dear Editor. In answer to your correspondent, P.C., requestine 
names of books suitable for reading aloud to boys and girls of about twelv! 
years old I send a small list of those that occur to me as desirable, but I 
would refer her to the very good supplies named in the Parents’ Review oi 
December 1891, March. 1892, June, 1892, and June, 1893. I should like 
also to add with regard to her further question as to Mrs. Curwen’s Child 
Pianist, that in practical experience I finditeminently useful and that with 
the leachers’ Guide which must accompany it, a mother can with 
comparatively little study keep herself equal to the standard of superin- 
tending the music of the child and making the lessons both pleasant and 
instructive. I heard once the testimony of a teacher of music to the 
thoroughness of the method in turning out intelligent pupils who were well 
grounded in theory. She said in every case those trained in Mrs. Curwen’s 
system proved good readers and timeists, which are not generally speaking 
the strong points in English amateur musical education. 

Very truly yours, 

March 5th, 1898. J. B. S. Thompson. 

Lyra HeroicUy published by D. Nutt; A Book of Golden DeedSy C. M. 
Yonge ; My Young AlcideSy C. M. Yonge; Tanglewood TaleSy N. 
Hawthorne; 52 Stories of Pluck and Peril for Boys; 52 Stories of 
Plucky Peril and Romance for Girls; 52 Stories of the British Navy 
and our old tVooden Walls y edited by Alfred Mills, published by 
Hutchinson and Co.; Heralds of the CrosSy Miss Arnold Forster; 
General GordoUy the Christian HerOy Major Seton Churchill Nisbet ; 
Kingsley's Heroes; Church's Stories from Homer; How Dante 
climbed the Mountaiuy Miss Selfe ; Cameos from History y C. M. Yonge ; 
Great Inventors ; The World's Exblorers ; Brave British Soldiers ; 
Pales of a Grandfather y by Walter Scott. 


Dear Editor.— I should like to call the attention pf your readers to a 
pamphlet lately issued by the committee of the Natural History Club of 
Reading Branch. It is a list of books worth reading and study on the 
various subjects taken up by the members of the Natural History Club, 
such as Fungi, Fossils, Botany, Astronomy, etc. The name, price, and 



